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Every year since 2013, the TEDxGeneva team organizes two 
editions of the famous TEDx conferences in Geneva. The 
first is in English, at spring time, with the partnership of 
UN-ITU since 2016. The second is in French, during autumn, 
thanks to our partnership with the University of Applied 
Sciences in Western Switzerland (HEG-GE and HES-SO).

For each edition, we invite about 10 visionaries and prac-
titioners of socio-economic transition to share their ideas 
and experiences, to inspire and challenge us. All of this 
takes place in a relaxed and creative atmosphere, with 
networking cocktails following the talks and multiple op-
portunities to meet and connect with familiar and unlike 
people.

Themes are deliberately open to allow diversity of topics 
and new ideas to spark.

TED was born in 1984 out of Richard Saul Wurman's obser-
vation of a powerful convergence among three fields: Tech-
nology, Entertainment and Design. The first TED included 
a demo of the compact disc, the e-book and cutting-edge 
3D graphics from Lucasfilm, while mathematician Benoit 
Mandelbrot demonstrated how to map coastlines using his 
developing theory of fractal geometry.
Meanwhile the scope of presenters broadened to include 
scientists, philosophers, musicians, business and reli-
gious leaders, philanthropists, and many others. TEDx was 
created in the spirit of TED's mission, "ideas worth sprea-
ding." It supports independent organizers who want to 
create a TED-like event in their own community.

TED and TEDx : a global and regional 
community with many superlatives

More than 3,2 million daily views​ of 2,400 TED talks​;

More than 3,000 TEDx conferences in 126 countries​ within the past 8 years;

27,000 volunteers translated​ over 112,000 talks​ in more than 114 languages​;

More than 10,000 world-class speakers

Conferences are filmed to ensure dissemination to as wide a public as possible
(Creative Commons license BY-NC-ND : without commercial use, without modification).

AND THE
DAY AFTER ?

The day after seems far but is right here, 
right now.

Is a shared common future possible? Our 
world and climate are changing. Are society, 
economy or justice following? The free web 
- internet is dead but is still out there. Do we 
have a plan to save it? Platforms and data 
provide solutions and challenges. How can 
we move beyond them? Are we Glocals, glo-
bal and locals, all the same?

The day after is today, full of contradictions, 
fears and hopes.
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The future is in business as commons.

In a world where business models are 
changing and even the traditional no-
tion of work has lost its fit with current 
paradigms, Samantha Slade an inno-
vator and pioneer in organizational 
and business models will present a 
new organization mindset focused on 
compensation as conversation, co-go-
vernance and sharing and collabora-
tion. 

Samantha is driven by the transition to fu-
ture paradigms. With a background in an-
thropology, she pioneers novel organizatio-
nal models and practices. Ten years ago she 
cofounded two businesses – Percolab, an in-
ternational co-creation and co-design com-
pany and Ecto a co-working cooperative in 
her home city Montreal, Canada. Samantha 
works with governments, startups, and pro-
fessional associations and foundations to 
tackle their complex challenges. She also 
co-creates commons based collective im-
pact initaitives and platforms.

Engaged in the commons and social inno-
vation movements, Samantha is currently 
writing a book - Going Horizontal – Creating 
a Non-hierarchical Organization, One Prac-
tice at a Time (to be released in October 
2018 with Berrett-Koehler Publishers). Sa-
mantha believes that organizations can be 
a microcosm of the world we want to live in.

The future is in 
business as commons

Samantha Slade

The world is beginning to learn about 
problems of the smartphone era that 
affect everything from our minds to 
our politics. But the smartphones are 
not to be blamed. The infrastructure 
of the Internet, often hidden from 
our sight, provided the technological 
foundational for the problems we are 
seeing today. It is possible to build an 
alternative Internet made with mo-
dern wireless technologies and new 
software, that make a new founda-
tion for freedom in the digital era. 

André is developing software for the new In-
ternet, and blogs about the current macros-
copic changes in Cyberspace. He wrote 
viral blog posts such as "The Web began 
dying in 2014", "A plan to rescue the Web 
from the Internet", and "Layers of the Inter-
net Economy". He works as an open source 
programmer funded by donations, and is 
developing a free and decentralized social 
network for phones, together with other 
pioneers. André also teaches programming 
through workshops and conference talks, 
having had spoken at dozens of conferences 
around Europe. 

With 7 years of professional experience in 
software engineering, internet entrepre-
neurship, open source peer-to-peer systems, 
and mobile app user interfaces, André has a 
holistic view of the industry. He graduated 
MSc in Computer Science (Distributed Sys-
tems) from Aalto University (Finland) and 
BSc in Computational Mathematics from 
UFMG (Brazil).

It's time to build our own Internet

André Staltz
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The sausage is one of mankind’s first-
ever designed food items. A paragon 
of efficient butchery, designed to 
make the most of animal protein in 
times of scarcity. Now, again in times 
of protein shortage, a molecular chef, 
a master butcher and a designer have 
teamed up to look into sausage pro-
duction techniques and future poten-
tial ingredients to design the sausage 
of the future. 

Following her bachelor degree at the 
ArtEZ Arnhem Academy of Visual Arts in 
2007, Carolien worked for several years as a 
freelance designer in various fields. Then she 
started in 2012 the Master in Product Design 
at ECAL, Ecole Cantonale d’Art de Lausanne, 
Switzerland, to explore and specialize in 
food and research related design. After her 
graduation in 2014, she became assistant 
for the Master Product Design at ECAL. 
Additionally, she worked on her research 
project called "The Sausage of the Future", 
which has been awarded the Grand Prix at 
the Design Parade, Hyères, and the Hublot 
Design Prize, both in 2017. Companies she 
worked with: SIGG (during ECAL), Woolmark 
(during ECAL), Nestlé, HES-SO, Rabobank, 
and the Dutch Design Week. 

Carolien’s work creates a bridge between 
science and food, using design as the me-
dium to do so. Food is fascinating because 
it is an ever-evolving substance where deve-
lopment will never stop.

The Sausage of the Future

Carolien Niebling

We have recently seen a tremen-
dous development of AI and robotics 
in particular since recent last years. 
This development is positive. But the 
use of robots, in the future, raises also 
concerns : its impact on jobs. We the-
refore need to think about solutions in 
this context because if this occurs, a 
triple negative effect could arise :

Loss of revenues for tax, additional fi-
nancing needs from the social secu-
rity and the decrease of consumption. 

To minimise this triple negative effect, 
there is a solution: taxing robots or the 
use of robots. 

Xavier Oberson is Professor of Swiss and 
International Tax Law at the University of 
Geneva since 1994. After his studies at the 
University of Geneva where he obtained a 
law degree, a Master of Advanced Studies 
and a Doctorate (PhD) in law in 1990, he 
pursued his studies and research at the 
Harvard Law School where he finalized a 
LLM and also completed the International 
Tax Program (ITP) in 1992.

In addition, he is member of the Board of 
the Montreux Jazz Festival, President of the 
Montreux Jazz Artists Foundation and of the 
“Centre d’Art Contemporain” (Contemporary 
Art Center) in Geneva.

In 2012, he was awarded the “Step Pri-
vate Client Awards. The Geoffrey Schindler 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to the 
Profession”.

Taxing Robots: A solution for the Future

Xavier Oberson
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Individualistic? ego-centric? Selfish? 
constantly connected. Can we trust 
the millenials and post millenials to 
run our future? Working with young 
people has been a life changing ex-
perience. It just requires a mind-shift 
and mutual trust.

After 15 years in management positions in 
Marketing and Innovation in major tele-
communications groups and aerospace, 
Mathilde is now dedicated to the preven-
tion of risky behaviors in adolescents. She 
accompanies young people who are drop-
ping out of school and intervenes as a mar-
keting and social innovation consultant with 
associations. She is founder of OKAIROS.life, 
an association committed to the develop-
ment of new prevention strategies by teens 
for teens using new technologies. Mathilde 
is also Marie Deputy, delegate to the Youth 
Service of Marie de Saint Julien en Genevois 
and has been co-chair of the Swiss associa-
tion of Professionals Consultants against 
Violence in Switzerland.

Adolescents : Should we trust them?

Mathilde Chevee

Although we work with fast and 
powerful machines, the creative pro-
cess is one that takes time. From 
conception, to prototyping, to testing, 
this repetitive cycle is limited by our 
human capacities. The use of Evolu-
tion-assisted design has forced me to 
rethink my role as a designer. I am no 
longer a simple user of passive tools, 
nor am I irrelevent to the process alto-
gether. Initially intended for the world 
of aesthetic design, the process could 

be use for more; perhaps the rules of 
society. Inspired by the same forces 
that created life, it may be possible to 
model evolving systems that help us 
in the challenges that lie ahead. 

Fascinated by science and art at a young 
age, Patrick first began his studies by spe-
cialising in physics and chemistry. Along the 
way, he found himself drawn to the creative 
arts. Finding the approach more intriguing, 
he decided to carry on down that path. He 
completed a Bachelor’s in visual communi-
cation, followed by a Master’s in media de-
sign at the University of Art and Design in 
Geneva (HEAD). Along the way, he worked 
on simulating experiences of the Aztec af-
terlife and the creation of serious games to 
teach particle physics.

Evolution-Assisted Design : 
I am God, and so are you

Patrick Donaldson
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Shouldn’t those responsible for cli-
mate change — wherever they may 
be — be the ones who bear the costs 
of the necessary protective measures? 
Lutz Weischer tells the story of Saúl 
Luciano Lliuya, a farmer and moun-
tain guide of the Peruvian Andes, who 
decided to fight against one of the 
biggest injustices and threats that 
the world is facing today: the global 
climate crisis. The City of Huaraz lies 
below the Palcacocha glacial lagoon. 
Since the glaciers in the Andes are 
melting faster and faster due to cli-

mate change, the city is threatened 
by a possible outburst flood from the 
glacial lake. Emitters of greenhouse 
gases must accept responsibility for 
the hazards associated with global 
warming worldwide. Saul managed 
to create a judicial precedent with 
immediate implications on the le-
gal duties of emitters all around the 
globe, and he became an unlikely su-
perhero. 

Lutz Weischer is Team Leader - International 
Climate Policy at Germanwatch, a develop-
ment and environment NGO with offices in 
Bonn and Berlin. He leads a team analyzing 
the state of the international climate nego-
tiations and advocating for solutions that 
protect the interests of those most vulne-
rable to the impacts of climate change and 
that promote a transformation towards ze-
ro-carbon and climate-resilient societies. 
His work focuses in particular on climate 
change mitigation and finance. Prior to his 
work for Germanwatch, he worked as a re-
search analyst for the World Resources Ins-
titute in Beijing, Washington and Frankfurt 
on renewable energy financing, innovation 
policy, technology cooperation and the links 
between trade and climate policy. He holds 
a Master in International Affairs with a spe-
cialization in sustainable development from 
Sciences Po Paris and a diploma in political 
science from FU Berlin.

An unlikely superhero

Lutz Weischer

By the time we reach gender equa-
lity in the workplace, robots will most 
probably rule the world. Artificial In-
telligence is coming soon, much fas-
ter than gender equality in the work-
place. So it is crucial that we start 
thinking about how Artificial Intelli-
gence should and could benefit all 
of humanity, by having women fully 
integrated in the Artificial Intelligence 
discussions and part of the decision 
making process. 

Narjis Hilale is a citizen of the world, pas-
sionnate about women empowerment. She 
has lived in Europe, Asia, Americas and Afri-
ca. She has 15 years experience working for 
major FMCG multinationals and UN organi-
zations (Shell, P&G, JTI, Firmenich, Singtel, 
Vivendi, WIPO) in global leadership posi-
tions.
She is the author of the book "Woman's Es-
sentials Box for the Corporate World". 
Book Synopsis: All women need an Essen-
tials Box, and even more when they are in 
the corporate world. The corporate world 
is still overwhelmingly a man’s world, and 
until we reach gender equality in the work-
place, women need an essentials box that 
has the tools that will help them survive in 
this world. Like any essentials box, this book 
is a compilation of tools and tips for women, 
on how to better navigate the tough waters 
of the corporate world.

Let women be the 
shapers of the future

Narjis Hilale



22ND OF MARCH - EDITION #11 - AND THE DAY AFTER ?
PROGRAM OF THE EVENT

“Samsara” means the idea of cycle. 
The cycle of life. It’s about movement, 
it’s about transmutation. To move 
from one place to another. It’s about 
life and death as well. It’s about bir-
th but also decay and death. Life and 
death become the cycle of life. 

SAM (short version of Samsara) has 
his roots in Indian music. I work main-
ly with musicians that have a back-
ground in Indian music, flamenco or 

traditional forms. This musicians are 
able to bring traditional forms into a 
contemporary context of “the day af-
ter”. 

Created in 2014, the Area Jeune Ballet offers 
an outstanding educational, stimulating 
and inspiring framework for semi-profes-
sional dancers, aged 17 to 22 years old. Mul-
ticultural and engaged, it brings together 
talented young dancers from all over the 
world: Switzerland, France, Italy, Spain, En-
gland, Poland, Brasil, Cuba and Argentina.

All pursue the Formation Supérieure de 
danseur interprète delivered by Dance 
Area. With the latest trends in contem-
porary dance, the Area Jeune Ballet pro-
motes excellence of learning, tolerance and 
openness. It brings on stages shows of a 
quality professional.

Sam and the day after

Area Jeune Ballet

Core team :
Theo Bondolfi (licensee and curator), 
Caroline Portal & Thanasis Priftis (coor-
dination), Bouchra Grich (welcoming), 
Matteo Mazzeri & Daniel Castro (design 
& support), Yaëlle Heubi (community 
management), Javier ELkin (speakers 
coaching), Noemi Carrara (Partnership).

Set-up & Welcoming :
Eric Forzy, Johanna Tritten, Anamaria 
Torres Orduz, Zuzana Abelova, Maria 
Cecilia Aedo, Cassandra Déjardin, 
Malavika Rajalingam, Asmae 
Dahrabou

Speaker assistant coaches : 
Irina Bouthillier, Robert O Riordan, 
Leonor Afonso, Anne Fistarol, Patrick 
Kalala, Elisa Lanzi, Enton Strazimiri, 
Samra Chekroun

Behind the scenes /  
Photographer :
Vuk Vukmanovic, Zsophia Deleon 

Art direction :
Benjamin Guinez

Social media :
Eduardo George, Elisa Lanzi

TEDxGeneva
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Our main partners for this edition

Our other partners
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Every year since 2013, the TEDxGeneva team organizes two 
editions of the famous TEDx conferences in Geneva. The 
first is in English, at spring time, with the partnership of 
UN-ITU since 2016. The second is in French, during autumn, 
thanks to our partnership with the University of Applied 
Sciences in Western Switzerland (HEG-GE and HES-SO).

For each edition, we invite about 10 visionaries and prac-
titioners of socio-economic transition to share their ideas 
and experiences, to inspire and challenge us. All of this 
takes place in a relaxed and creative atmosphere, with 
networking cocktails following the talks and multiple op-
portunities to meet and connect with familiar and unlike 
people.

Themes are deliberately open to allow diversity of topics 
and new ideas to spark.

TED was born in 1984 out of Richard Saul Wurman's obser-
vation of a powerful convergence among three fields: Tech-
nology, Entertainment and Design. The first TED included 
a demo of the compact disc, the e-book and cutting-edge 
3D graphics from Lucasfilm, while mathematician Benoit 
Mandelbrot demonstrated how to map coastlines using his 
developing theory of fractal geometry.
Meanwhile the scope of presenters broadened to include 
scientists, philosophers, musicians, business and reli-
gious leaders, philanthropists, and many others. TEDx was 
created in the spirit of TED's mission, "ideas worth sprea-
ding." It supports independent organizers who want to 
create a TED-like event in their own community.

TED and TEDx : a global and regional 
community with many superlatives

More than 3,2 million daily views​ of 2,400 TED talks​;

More than 3,000 TEDx conferences in 126 countries​ within the past 8 years;

27,000 volunteers translated​ over 112,000 talks​ in more than 114 languages​;

More than 10,000 world-class speakers

Conferences are filmed to ensure dissemination to as wide a public as possible
(Creative Commons license BY-NC-ND : without commercial use, without modification).

AND THE
DAY AFTER ?

The day after seems far but is right here, 
right now.

Is a shared common future possible? Our 
world and climate are changing. Are society, 
economy or justice following? The free web 
- internet is dead but is still out there. Do we 
have a plan to save it? Platforms and data 
provide solutions and challenges. How can 
we move beyond them? Are we Glocals, glo-
bal and locals, all the same?

The day after is today, full of contradictions, 
fears and hopes.
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The future is in business as commons.

In a world where business models are 
changing and even the traditional no-
tion of work has lost its fit with current 
paradigms, Samantha Slade an inno-
vator and pioneer in organizational 
and business models will present a 
new organization mindset focused on 
compensation as conversation, co-go-
vernance and sharing and collabora-
tion. 

Samantha is driven by the transition to fu-
ture paradigms. With a background in an-
thropology, she pioneers novel organizatio-
nal models and practices. Ten years ago she 
cofounded two businesses – Percolab, an in-
ternational co-creation and co-design com-
pany and Ecto a co-working cooperative in 
her home city Montreal, Canada. Samantha 
works with governments, startups, and pro-
fessional associations and foundations to 
tackle their complex challenges. She also 
co-creates commons based collective im-
pact initaitives and platforms.

Engaged in the commons and social inno-
vation movements, Samantha is currently 
writing a book - Going Horizontal – Creating 
a Non-hierarchical Organization, One Prac-
tice at a Time (to be released in October 
2018 with Berrett-Koehler Publishers). Sa-
mantha believes that organizations can be 
a microcosm of the world we want to live in.

The future is in 
business as commons

Samantha Slade

The world is beginning to learn about 
problems of the smartphone era that 
affect everything from our minds to 
our politics. But the smartphones are 
not to be blamed. The infrastructure 
of the Internet, often hidden from 
our sight, provided the technological 
foundational for the problems we are 
seeing today. It is possible to build an 
alternative Internet made with mo-
dern wireless technologies and new 
software, that make a new founda-
tion for freedom in the digital era. 

André is developing software for the new In-
ternet, and blogs about the current macros-
copic changes in Cyberspace. He wrote 
viral blog posts such as "The Web began 
dying in 2014", "A plan to rescue the Web 
from the Internet", and "Layers of the Inter-
net Economy". He works as an open source 
programmer funded by donations, and is 
developing a free and decentralized social 
network for phones, together with other 
pioneers. André also teaches programming 
through workshops and conference talks, 
having had spoken at dozens of conferences 
around Europe. 

With 7 years of professional experience in 
software engineering, internet entrepre-
neurship, open source peer-to-peer systems, 
and mobile app user interfaces, André has a 
holistic view of the industry. He graduated 
MSc in Computer Science (Distributed Sys-
tems) from Aalto University (Finland) and 
BSc in Computational Mathematics from 
UFMG (Brazil).

It's time to build our own Internet

André Staltz
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The sausage is one of mankind’s first-
ever designed food items. A paragon 
of efficient butchery, designed to 
make the most of animal protein in 
times of scarcity. Now, again in times 
of protein shortage, a molecular chef, 
a master butcher and a designer have 
teamed up to look into sausage pro-
duction techniques and future poten-
tial ingredients to design the sausage 
of the future. 

Following her bachelor degree at the 
ArtEZ Arnhem Academy of Visual Arts in 
2007, Carolien worked for several years as a 
freelance designer in various fields. Then she 
started in 2012 the Master in Product Design 
at ECAL, Ecole Cantonale d’Art de Lausanne, 
Switzerland, to explore and specialize in 
food and research related design. After her 
graduation in 2014, she became assistant 
for the Master Product Design at ECAL. 
Additionally, she worked on her research 
project called "The Sausage of the Future", 
which has been awarded the Grand Prix at 
the Design Parade, Hyères, and the Hublot 
Design Prize, both in 2017. Companies she 
worked with: SIGG (during ECAL), Woolmark 
(during ECAL), Nestlé, HES-SO, Rabobank, 
and the Dutch Design Week. 

Carolien’s work creates a bridge between 
science and food, using design as the me-
dium to do so. Food is fascinating because 
it is an ever-evolving substance where deve-
lopment will never stop.

The Sausage of the Future

Carolien Niebling

We have recently seen a tremen-
dous development of AI and robotics 
in particular since recent last years. 
This development is positive. But the 
use of robots, in the future, raises also 
concerns : its impact on jobs. We the-
refore need to think about solutions in 
this context because if this occurs, a 
triple negative effect could arise :

Loss of revenues for tax, additional fi-
nancing needs from the social secu-
rity and the decrease of consumption. 

To minimise this triple negative effect, 
there is a solution: taxing robots or the 
use of robots. 

Xavier Oberson is Professor of Swiss and 
International Tax Law at the University of 
Geneva since 1994. After his studies at the 
University of Geneva where he obtained a 
law degree, a Master of Advanced Studies 
and a Doctorate (PhD) in law in 1990, he 
pursued his studies and research at the 
Harvard Law School where he finalized a 
LLM and also completed the International 
Tax Program (ITP) in 1992.

In addition, he is member of the Board of 
the Montreux Jazz Festival, President of the 
Montreux Jazz Artists Foundation and of the 
“Centre d’Art Contemporain” (Contemporary 
Art Center) in Geneva.

In 2012, he was awarded the “Step Pri-
vate Client Awards. The Geoffrey Schindler 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to the 
Profession”.

Taxing Robots: A solution for the Future

Xavier Oberson
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Individualistic? ego-centric? Selfish? 
constantly connected. Can we trust 
the millenials and post millenials to 
run our future? Working with young 
people has been a life changing ex-
perience. It just requires a mind-shift 
and mutual trust.

After 15 years in management positions in 
Marketing and Innovation in major tele-
communications groups and aerospace, 
Mathilde is now dedicated to the preven-
tion of risky behaviors in adolescents. She 
accompanies young people who are drop-
ping out of school and intervenes as a mar-
keting and social innovation consultant with 
associations. She is founder of OKAIROS.life, 
an association committed to the develop-
ment of new prevention strategies by teens 
for teens using new technologies. Mathilde 
is also Marie Deputy, delegate to the Youth 
Service of Marie de Saint Julien en Genevois 
and has been co-chair of the Swiss associa-
tion of Professionals Consultants against 
Violence in Switzerland.

Adolescents : Should we trust them?

Mathilde Chevee

Although we work with fast and 
powerful machines, the creative pro-
cess is one that takes time. From 
conception, to prototyping, to testing, 
this repetitive cycle is limited by our 
human capacities. The use of Evolu-
tion-assisted design has forced me to 
rethink my role as a designer. I am no 
longer a simple user of passive tools, 
nor am I irrelevent to the process alto-
gether. Initially intended for the world 
of aesthetic design, the process could 

be use for more; perhaps the rules of 
society. Inspired by the same forces 
that created life, it may be possible to 
model evolving systems that help us 
in the challenges that lie ahead. 

Fascinated by science and art at a young 
age, Patrick first began his studies by spe-
cialising in physics and chemistry. Along the 
way, he found himself drawn to the creative 
arts. Finding the approach more intriguing, 
he decided to carry on down that path. He 
completed a Bachelor’s in visual communi-
cation, followed by a Master’s in media de-
sign at the University of Art and Design in 
Geneva (HEAD). Along the way, he worked 
on simulating experiences of the Aztec af-
terlife and the creation of serious games to 
teach particle physics.

Evolution-Assisted Design : 
I am God, and so are you

Patrick Donaldson
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Shouldn’t those responsible for cli-
mate change — wherever they may 
be — be the ones who bear the costs 
of the necessary protective measures? 
Lutz Weischer tells the story of Saúl 
Luciano Lliuya, a farmer and moun-
tain guide of the Peruvian Andes, who 
decided to fight against one of the 
biggest injustices and threats that 
the world is facing today: the global 
climate crisis. The City of Huaraz lies 
below the Palcacocha glacial lagoon. 
Since the glaciers in the Andes are 
melting faster and faster due to cli-

mate change, the city is threatened 
by a possible outburst flood from the 
glacial lake. Emitters of greenhouse 
gases must accept responsibility for 
the hazards associated with global 
warming worldwide. Saul managed 
to create a judicial precedent with 
immediate implications on the le-
gal duties of emitters all around the 
globe, and he became an unlikely su-
perhero. 

Lutz Weischer is Team Leader - International 
Climate Policy at Germanwatch, a develop-
ment and environment NGO with offices in 
Bonn and Berlin. He leads a team analyzing 
the state of the international climate nego-
tiations and advocating for solutions that 
protect the interests of those most vulne-
rable to the impacts of climate change and 
that promote a transformation towards ze-
ro-carbon and climate-resilient societies. 
His work focuses in particular on climate 
change mitigation and finance. Prior to his 
work for Germanwatch, he worked as a re-
search analyst for the World Resources Ins-
titute in Beijing, Washington and Frankfurt 
on renewable energy financing, innovation 
policy, technology cooperation and the links 
between trade and climate policy. He holds 
a Master in International Affairs with a spe-
cialization in sustainable development from 
Sciences Po Paris and a diploma in political 
science from FU Berlin.

An unlikely superhero

Lutz Weischer

By the time we reach gender equa-
lity in the workplace, robots will most 
probably rule the world. Artificial In-
telligence is coming soon, much fas-
ter than gender equality in the work-
place. So it is crucial that we start 
thinking about how Artificial Intelli-
gence should and could benefit all 
of humanity, by having women fully 
integrated in the Artificial Intelligence 
discussions and part of the decision 
making process. 

Narjis Hilale is a citizen of the world, pas-
sionnate about women empowerment. She 
has lived in Europe, Asia, Americas and Afri-
ca. She has 15 years experience working for 
major FMCG multinationals and UN organi-
zations (Shell, P&G, JTI, Firmenich, Singtel, 
Vivendi, WIPO) in global leadership posi-
tions.
She is the author of the book "Woman's Es-
sentials Box for the Corporate World". 
Book Synopsis: All women need an Essen-
tials Box, and even more when they are in 
the corporate world. The corporate world 
is still overwhelmingly a man’s world, and 
until we reach gender equality in the work-
place, women need an essentials box that 
has the tools that will help them survive in 
this world. Like any essentials box, this book 
is a compilation of tools and tips for women, 
on how to better navigate the tough waters 
of the corporate world.

Let women be the 
shapers of the future

Narjis Hilale
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“Samsara” means the idea of cycle. 
The cycle of life. It’s about movement, 
it’s about transmutation. To move 
from one place to another. It’s about 
life and death as well. It’s about bir-
th but also decay and death. Life and 
death become the cycle of life. 

SAM (short version of Samsara) has 
his roots in Indian music. I work main-
ly with musicians that have a back-
ground in Indian music, flamenco or 

traditional forms. This musicians are 
able to bring traditional forms into a 
contemporary context of “the day af-
ter”. 

Created in 2014, the Area Jeune Ballet offers 
an outstanding educational, stimulating 
and inspiring framework for semi-profes-
sional dancers, aged 17 to 22 years old. Mul-
ticultural and engaged, it brings together 
talented young dancers from all over the 
world: Switzerland, France, Italy, Spain, En-
gland, Poland, Brasil, Cuba and Argentina.

All pursue the Formation Supérieure de 
danseur interprète delivered by Dance 
Area. With the latest trends in contem-
porary dance, the Area Jeune Ballet pro-
motes excellence of learning, tolerance and 
openness. It brings on stages shows of a 
quality professional.

Sam and the day after

Area Jeune Ballet

Core team :
Theo Bondolfi (licensee and curator), 
Caroline Portal & Thanasis Priftis (coor-
dination), Bouchra Grich (welcoming), 
Matteo Mazzeri & Daniel Castro (design 
& support), Yaëlle Heubi (community 
management), Javier ELkin (speakers 
coaching), Noemi Carrara (Partnership).

Set-up & Welcoming :
Eric Forzy, Johanna Tritten, Anamaria 
Torres Orduz, Zuzana Abelova, Maria 
Cecilia Aedo, Cassandra Déjardin, 
Malavika Rajalingam, Asmae 
Dahrabou

Speaker assistant coaches : 
Irina Bouthillier, Robert O Riordan, 
Leonor Afonso, Anne Fistarol, Patrick 
Kalala, Elisa Lanzi, Enton Strazimiri, 
Samra Chekroun

Behind the scenes /  
Photographer :
Vuk Vukmanovic, Zsophia Deleon 

Art direction :
Benjamin Guinez

Social media :
Eduardo George, Elisa Lanzi

TEDxGeneva
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